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The Colombian Congress rejected the treaty with full
knowledge that a revolution was impending in the depart-
ment or state of Panama. Like knowledge was possessed
by the American G-overnment. On June 9, 1903, Secretary
Hay sent a cable message to the American Minister at Bo-
gota, in which he said, in reference to Colombian proposals
to amend the treaty, that the Colombian Government "ap-
parently does not appreciate the gravity of the situation,"
that the treaty embodied the propositions presented by
Colombia with slight modifications, and that if Colombia
should now reject it the "friendly understanding between
the two countries would be so seriously compromised that
action might be taken by the Congress next winter which
every friend of Colombia would regret." The substance of
this message was communicated at once to the Colombian
Government. On July 5, 1903, the American Minister sent
the following cable message to Secretary Hay:

"Confidential. Have received information privately that
a paraphrase of your cipher telegram of June 9 was read
in the Senate secret session. Created sensation. Construed
by many as threat of direct retaliation against Colombia
in case the treaty is not ratified. This, and the statement
of just arrived members of Congress from, Panama that
this department would revolt if the treaty is not ratified,
caused alarm, and the effect is favorable."

Three days after the treaty had been rejected by the
Colombian Senate, the American Minister, writing to Sec-
retary Hay under date of August 15, 1903, said: "The
Panama representatives have lately become so thoroughly
imbued with the idea of an independent republic that they
have been more or less indifferent to the fate of the treaty."
Cabling on August 31, to Secretary Hay, the American Min-
ister said that Senator Jose Domingo de Obaldia, who had
been appointed governor of Panama, had informed liim
that in accepting the position he had told the Colombian
President that "in case the department found it necessary
to revolt to secure canal he would stand by Panama." In